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grossly unjust strictures against himself and the Congress,
Gandhiji replied in a long letter giving a categorical refutatio/
of all the charges.                                                                   B
In pursuance of their policy to allow no chance to imr
prisoned Congressmen to answer or refute false propaganda tha
was being made behind their back, the Government refused t
forward this letter to Lord Samuel. Gandhiji protested that
Government's decision in the present case amounted to a "ban
on the ordinary right belonging even to a convict of correcting
damaging misrepresentations". But his protest went unheeded'
In the months of June and July all kinds of rumours
appeared in the press to the effect that Gandhiji had written to
the Government withdrawing the August Resolution. Gandhiji
asked the Government to contradict these reports as he had nei-
ther the desire nor the authority to withdraw the resolution.
This request like the previous ones was turned down.
V
After the commencement of Gandhiji's fast the Govern-
ment of India published an indictment of the Congress and
Gandhiji entitled "Congress Responsibility for the Disturbances,
1942-43". Gandhiji sent a long reply to it on the 15th ofa July.
Extracts from his writings had been torn from their context and
a sinister meaning put upon them by presenting them in a false
setting. Gandhiji in his reply restored them to their proper con-
text and elucidated the true meaning. Considerable space had
to be devoted to an analysis of the technique of deliberate mis-
quotation, distortion, innuendo, suppressio verl and suggestio
falsi employed by the writer of the pamphlet.
A flagrant case of misquotation is held up in para 34 where
the "famous words" attributed to Gandhiji, "There is no room
left in the proposal for withdrawal or negotiation. There is no
question of one more chance. After all it is an open rebellion",
are shown to be "partly a distortion and partly an interpolation'*
not to be found in the authentic published report of the Wardha
interview. Not satisfied with giving a wrong quotation when the
correct text was before him the writer had tacked on to it two
more apocryphal sentences from an unauthentic Associated Press
report and quoted them without asterisks between sentences
that appear apart in the Associated Press report!
Confronted by this damaging disclosure, the Government
instead of making amende honorable sought to brazen it out by